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6 JUN 1977 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ACTING DEPUTY TO THE DCI FOR THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 


SUBJECT: Inquiry by Senator Inouye 

This responds to your letter of 27 May 1977, DCI/ IC- 77-881 3, which 
asks for the Defense Department views on the below listed questions 
posed by Senator Inouye concerning the article published in the 
2 May edition of Aviation Week & Space Technology titled "Soviets 
Push for Beam Weapon . *' 


-Is it the DCI's understanding that the original 2 May story was 
reviewed for accuracy and security as claimed by Aviation Week ? 

ANSWER : The Department of Defense reviewed the story for purposes 
of security only. An advance copy of the article was provided the 
Defense Department for review for accuracy with an indication that 
at least some consideration would be given to changes recommended for 
security reasons.- The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs), 
(ASD(PA)), in cobrdination with Air Force OACSI personnel, recommended 
that major portions of the article be omitted for reasons of national 
security. Some deletions were made. Insofar as accuracy of the 
article is concerned, the ASD(PA) elected not to recommend technical 
changes as it did not appear to be in the national interest to correct 
the poor physics, erroneous conclusions, untrue statements, and 
tortured logic of the article. 

-Is the article contained in the Aviation Week article improperly 
disclosed? 


ANSWER : Yes. This article contains information considered highly 
classified by the Department of Defense. Some information has not 
been, and would not be, cleared for public release. Those portions 
considered to be class ified have been identified in a report made to 

~| Chairman of the DCI's Security Committee, 
uamage assessments have also been provided to I 


Please advise if this Agency can 
this matter. 

DIA review(s) completed. 


provide any further assistance in 



cc: 
AS 
ACS I 




Vice Admiral;' USN 
Vice Lijrecror for Plans, 
Operations and Sudd 
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15 JUN 1977 


DCI/IC-77-0825 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


FROM 

SUBJECT 


John N. McMahon 

Acting Deputy to the DC I for the 
Intelligence Community 

Response to Senator Inouye Letter on Aviation Week 
Particle Beam Story 


1. Action Requested : Your signature on the attached letter to 
Senator Inouye, responding to his 17 May letter (R#7910), in which 

he raised two specific questions concerning prior review and classif- 
ication of the information in the Aviation Week issue of 2 May 1977 
concerning Soviet particle beam weapons. (Tab A) 

2. Background : 

a. The senator's letter referred to an editorial comment 
in the 9 May issue of Aviation Week stating that "appropriate 
Pentagon officials" had reviewed the 2 May article for accuracy 
and security. DoD was queried, and by letter of 6 May (Tab B) 
Vice Admiral Inman, Vice Director of DIA for Plans, Operations 
and Support, responded. 

b. Admiral Inman's letter was used as basis for the letter 
prepared as your response to Senator Inouye. 

c. In answer to earlier questions from the senator, you sent 
him a letter on 4 June setting forth the contrast between the 
views of CIA and those expressed in the Aviation Week article. 

The attached letter deals with a different aspect of the problem, 
and responds directly to Senator Inouye's 17 May letter. 
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3. It is recommended you sign the letter at Tab C. 


iW John n. McMahon 

John N. McMahon 


Attachments : 
as stated 


Distribution: 

Orig. - Adsee., w/atts 

1 - DCI, w/atts 

1 - ER, w/atts 

1 - Acting D/DC 1/ I C , w/atts 

1 - OLC, w/atts 

3 - ES/ICS, w/atts 

1 - IC Registry, w/atts 

SA-D/DCI/IC/ J 

(10 June 1977) 


2 
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THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 


Executive Reg *ry 

ieee mJb. 

d ■ J 


OLC: 77-2079 /a 

2 JUN 1977 


Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr, Chairman: 

I have your letter of 17 May 1977, to Admiral Turner regarding 
the Aviation Week and Space Tec hnology article of 2 May, on Soviet 
charged-particle beam weapons. 

Appropriate components of the Intelligence Community are 
being consulted on this matter, and we will respond as soon as 
possible. 


Sincerely, 


STAT 

Acting Legislative Counsel 

Distribution: 

Original - Addressee 

1 - OLC Subject 
1 - OLC Chrono 
1 - ER 

OLC:DFM:al.m (Typed 31 May 1977) 


V 

l 
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THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 20505 


executive Registry 

'-7EE?3p : 


The Honorable Harold Brown 
The Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D. C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Senator Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence, has written me citing the following editorial 
comment by Robert Holtz in Aviation Week for 9 May 1977 con- 
cerning the story published m the 2 May edition on Soviet 
charged-particle beam weapons. 

"the Aviation Week story had been offered to the 
appropriate Pentagon officials for review for both 
accuracy and security well before publication. 

Some changes were requested by the Pentagon on 
security and some, but not all, were made. None 
was requested on accuracy." 

The senator has asked me two questions: 

Is it my understanding that the original 2 May 
story was reviewed for accuracy and security as 
claimed by Aviation Week ? 

-- Is the information contained in the Aviation 
Week article improperly disclosed? 

I would appreciate your providing me Defense Department 
views on these questions for inclusion in my response to 
Senator Inouye. 


Yours sincerely, 


STANSFIELD TURNER 
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REMARKS: 
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D/DCI/IC 
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REPLACES FORM 36-8 
WHICH MAY BE USED. 


( 47 ) 



Approved For R^ase 2004/04/19 : CIA-RDP80M001 65^06001 60006-6 _____ - 

\ E ecutiva Baai»ttY I 

Ymism 


DCI/IC-0813-77 

2 5 MAY 1977 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


FROM : | | 

Deputy to the DCI for the 
Intelligence Community 

SUBJECT : Senator Inouye Letter of 17 May Concerning 

Aviation Week Article 


STAT 


1. Action Requested : Your signature on a letter to 
Secretary of Defense Brown requesting DoD views for inclu- 
sion in your response to Senator Inouye' s letter of 17 May. 

2 . Background : 

a. Reference is the Senator Inouye letter (Tab A) 
received at ICS on 24 May. As a follow-on to his earlier 
letter of 3 May concerning accuracy and sensitivity of 
the Soviet particle-beam weapons, response to which is 
being prepared by DDI . The senator now cites the Aviation 
Week claim that the article was reviewed for accuracy and 
security in the Pentagon prior to publication, and asks 
whether this is your understanding. He also asks whether 
the information in the article was "improperly disclosed." 

b. At Tab B is a letter for your signature to 
Secretary Brown requesting OSD inputs on both of the 
Senator's questions for inclusion in your response. 

3. Recommendation : That you sign the letter at Tab B. 

M JOHN N. McMAHON 


Attachments : 
as stated 


via iu-i 
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Distribution: (DCI/IC- 77 - 0813) 

Orig. - Adsee., w/atts 
1 - ER, w/atts 
1 - D/DCI/IC, w/atts 
3 - ES/ ICS (JET) , w/atts 
1 - IC Registry, w/atts 
1 - OLC, w/a 
STAT SA-D/DCI/IC/ 
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DANIEL K. I 
HARM/ COLOWAT 
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fc.RCH bath, ind. . 

ADLAl E. STEVENSON, ILL. 
WILLIAM D. HATHAWAY, MAINE 

Walter o. Huddleston, ky. 
JOSEPH ft. HI DEN, JR., DEL. 
RODENT MONO AN. N.C. 

GARY HART, COLO. 

DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN. H.Y. 


CLIFFORD P. CASE, N.J. 

Jake c.ahn, utah 
CHARLES MCC. MATHIAS, JH., 
JAMES D, FEAHSON. KANS, 
JOHN H. CMAEEE, R t. 
IHCHAMD C. LDOAR. »ND. 
MALCOLM WALLOP, WYO. 




ROBERT C. BYRD. VV. VA., EX OFFICIO 
HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN.. EX OFFICIO 


WILLIAM D. MILLER, STAFF DIRECTOR 
EARL O. EISENHOWER. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 


^JCrtUcb ^)tcric^ ,4£>ertale 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
(pursuant TO 3. RE9. 400, »4TH CONGRESS) 

Washington, d.c. 20510 


May 17, 1977 

IN REPLY PLEASE 
REFER TO R# ^ IO 


T 

jve Registry 


v H 
7 7' 


Admiral Stans field Turner " 

Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Admiral Turner: ^ 

This letter is in reference to my inquiry of May $, 

1977 on the accuracy and sensitivity of the information 
that appeared in the article in Avia tion Wee k and Space 
T echnology of May 2, 1977 on Soviet charged-particle 
Beam weapons. During the past week the Committee has 
had numerous inquiries from Senators and members of the 
public on both these questions. 

* In the latest issue of Avia t ion Week (May 9, 1977) 
in an editorial Robert Hotz writes that the 

Aviation Week story had been offered to 
the appropriate Pentagon officials for 
review for both accuracy and security 
well before publication. Some changes 
were requested by the Pentagon on 
security and some,’ but not all, were 
made. None was requested on accuracy. 

I would like to know if it is your understanding that 
the original May 2 story was reviewed for accuracy and 
security as claimed by Aviation Week . Is the information 
contained in the Aviation Week article improperly disclosed? 

As always, your assistance in this important matter 
is appreciated. 


7 V 3 



Daniel K. Inouye/ Pn 
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